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The Virginia Gold Cup is a combination
of both steeplechase and flat racing
and is one of the Commonwealth’s

largest sporting events, with over
75,000 in attendance.
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The economic impact of Virginia's horse

industry will largely be determined by the

continued popularity of horse ownership,
and the strength and tourism drawing
power of recreational pursuits such as
horse racing, showing and other equine

activities.
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Sara Harris Photography

Horse-related activities such as 4-H, pony
clubs, and therapeutic riding can help build
children’s self-confidence and physical
agility, and teach responsibility and better
citizenship.

(2011 Weldon Cooper Study)
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The economic impact of racehorses in
training is 80 jobs per every 100 horses.
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(2011 Weldon Cooper Study)
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Virginia's horse industry is a significant
source of the Commonwealth’s economic
activity, supporting more than 12,600
jobs and almost 350 million
dollars in wages.
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Virginia's horse owners spend an
estimated $4,060 per horse per year;
there are approximately 215,000 horses
in the Commonwealth.
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According to the 2011 Weldon Cooper
Economic Study, there were
approximately 41,000 horse operations
in Virginia and these operations had over
$780 million in horse-related
expenditures.
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Virginia's horse industry is an integral
part of the state’s heritage and provides
significant benefits to the
Commonwealth’s economy.
Furthermore, there is an immeasurable
quality of life provided to the state’s
residents that is directly attributable to
Virginia's horse industry.

september

S M TWT F

3 4 5 6 7
10 11 12 13 14

17 18 19 20 21
24 25 26 27 28



1€ 0€ 6¢
9¢ SC ve €¢ ¢¢
61 8T LT 91 &1
¢l 1T 0T 6 8
s v € ¢ 1

4990190

91y [1e1L 9AeISISa

I2UN0D) 3SJOH BIUIBIIA
/T0Z 243 3 BJOWED 83U} o) J[IWS
Ul ‘2IBAA 997 Y "SIN puE 33e88)9(




The Virginia Equine Alliance has spent
over $1,000,000 to renovate the
Shenandoah County Fair Grounds race
track in order to bring Standardbred
racing back to Woodstock.
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Liz-Gallar Photography

(2011 Weldon Cooper Economic Study)
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